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Months of planning and hard work have gone into making 
this experience one that you will remember for a long 
time. Many people have contributed their money, time, 
and resources to create this experience for you. We hope 
you will learn, grow, stretch your mind, question, make 
lasting friendships, and have FUN while you are here!

You were selected because others see something won-
derful in you. Starting now, you are a leader. We will not 
provide conclusions to you; we want you to think for 
yourself. Take advantage of this opportunity to question 
your thoughts, share your ideas with others, and get 
answers to questions regarding your role in our state and 
your future.

We  have assembled terrific individuals from various pro-
fessions who will speak to you about the challenges and 
joys of being leaders in their fields. We encourage you to 
ask questions and learn from their different perspectives. 
We have also planned activities to prepare you for being 
a leader – you will learn  and  experience  what  you  can  
do  right  now  to  make  your  own community better.

While our volunteers and speakers will contribute greatly 
to the success of the seminar, the biggest contributing 
factor will be YOU – your attitude, your willingness to go 
beyond your past beliefs and behaviors, your participa-

tion, and what you will give to each other. Open yourself 
to the people around you this weekend. Learn from one 
another and discover the unique contribution you can 
make. Our world faces challenging times ahead and lead-
ers are needed! Continually ask yourself—how can I make 
a difference in my community, my state, my country and 
the world? Use this opportunity to start answering that 
question. Approach this weekend with enthusiasm and 
you will not be disappointed.

We hope you enjoy yourself and apply what you learn 
from this weekend to your life. On Sunday, you will 
become HOBY Alumni. You will join thousands of young 
people that have come before you in this unique and 
honored title, and you will have a special responsibility 
to be a leader and make a difference wherever you go. 
Congratulations! This weekend, and your life, will be what 
you make it… and you can make it great!

HOBY Hugs, 
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After what has easily been the most challenging 
year globally, we dedicate our 2021 program to our 
incredible volunteer staff. 

They have continued to show up and support HOBY 
Ohio South and proved that no challenge is too big 
that we can’t overcome it when we support one 
another; we could not have provided this program 
for our ambassadors without their love and commit-
ment. We are beyond grateful for their willingness 
to spend their time planning and executing a virtual 
HOBY seminar, especially when we are all missing 
each other and real-life HOBY hugs. 

We are humbled by the generosity and selflessness 
of our volunteers; words cannot express our grati-
tude and we anxiously await the day we can all be 
together again.

THANK YOU FOR EVERYTHING YOU DO THAT 
HELPS US ALL TO SHINE!

2021 Leadership Seminar Chairs, HOBY Ohio South
chair@hobyohiosouth.org, 1.740.500.HOBY

ON BEHALF OF THE ENTIRE HUGH O’BRIAN YOUTH LEADERSHIP OHIO SOUTH VOLUNTEER 
COMMITTEE, WE ARE PLEASED TO WELCOME YOU TO OUR ANNUAL LEADERSHIP SEMINAR!

ANNE SCHNEIDER + LESLIE HUBER
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VOLUNTEERISM - Volunteerism is the heart and soul 
of our organization. We appreciate the myriad contribu-
tions of our volunteers and recognize the power of thank 
you and of giving back. We seek to promote and encour-
age service among our stakeholders. We recognize and 
value the positive accomplishments that volunteers can 
achieve by working together. We believe that volunteers 
are positively impacted by our programs as much as the 
youth and communities we serve.

INTEGRITY – Integrity forms the foundation of our 
organization. We demand the highest  level of  ethics.  
We  grow  our  organization  based  on  interactions  that 
promote mutual trust and respect with our stakeholders 
and partners. We strive to ensure the highest level of 
organizational effectiveness by continually reviewing our 
programs and processes to improve quality and 
efficiency.

EXCELLENCE – We strive to continually raise our 
programs and business to new levels of excellence. We 
encourage entrepreneurship and innovation in business, 
education, and social responsibility. We develop creative 
solutions to address challenges and to utilize opportuni-
ties. We believe that leadership skills can and should be 
continually improved and refined.

DIVERSITY – We value and embrace diversity. We 
seek out views that reflect all walks of life and reflect 
those views in our programs. We are sensitive to the 
special needs and diverse backgrounds of individuals. 
We give all individuals an equal opportunity to be heard 
and to benefit from our programs.

COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP – We value communi-
ty partnerships. We recognize the importance of working 
with community organizations to strengthen our sup-
portive network. We value the input we receive from our 
community partners and strive to work together cooper-
atively and constructively for the betterment of all.

Albert Schweitzer’s Leadership for Life
America’s Promise – The Alliance for Youth
American Association of School Administrators
American International Education Foundation
Big Brothers Big Sisters 
The Congressional Award 
Education First Tours
Foundation for Teaching Economics
HOBY Canada 
HOBY Iraq 
HOBY Korea 
HOBY Togo 
HOBY Turkey 
HOBY Uganda 
HOBY UK
Hong Kong Union for Youth Leaders
General Federation of Women’s Clubs (GFWC)
International Association of Lions Clubs
Junior Chamber 
International Military Order of the World Wars 
National Association of Secondary School Principals
National Parent Teacher Association
Optimist International
Phi Sigma Pi National Honor Fraternity
Points of Light & Hands on Network
Students Against Destructive Decisions (SADD)
Young Marines
Youth Service America (YSA)

To motivate and empower individuals to 
make a positive difference within our global 
society, through understanding and action, 
based on effective and compassionate 
leadership.

To inspire and develop our global community 
of youth and volunteers to a life dedicated to 
leadership, service and innovation.
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HUGH O’BRIAN 
YOUTH LEADERSHIP 
(HOBY) – AND ITS 
COUNTLESS VOLUN-
TEERS – HAVE DEVEL-
OPED A WAY TO EDU-
CATE AMERICA’S NEXT 
GENERATION IN THE 
ART AND PURPOSES 
OF LEADING A FREE 
PEOPLE; AND THAT IS 
AN ENDURING AND 
SIGNIFICANT 
ACHIEVEMENT.”
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Hugh O’Brian was born April 19, 1925 in Rochester, New 
York. At 17, he became the youngest drill instructor in 
Marine Corps history, but found his true passion was act-
ing.  O’Brian gained national fame and notoriety with his 
portrayal of frontier lawman Wyatt Earp in “The Life and 
Times of Wyatt Earp.”  This top-rated television series 
ran from 1955-1962 and made O’Brian an overnight suc-
cess.  After the series ended, O’Brian went on to other 
acting projects in film, television, and Broadway while 
devoting the rest of his time to HOBY.

The honors and awards he has received from his work 
with HOBY are numerous. In 1983, the National Soci-
ety of Fund Raising Executives honored him with their 
premier award for overall philanthropic excellence as a 
volunteer, fundraiser and philanthropist. This is the only 
time one individual has received the award in all three 
categories. In 1989, he received the 60th Annual Amer-
ican Education Award presented by the American Asso-
ciation of School Administrators. O’Brian joins Norman 
Rockwell, Lyndon Johnson, Helen Keller, Walt Disney, and 
Bob Hope as a recipient of this most significant award. 
Mr. O’Brian died on September 5, 2016 at the age of 91.

In the summer of 1958, Hugh O’Brian received the 
invitation that would change his life forever.  At the 
time, O’Brian had already made a name for himself as 
an actor portraying the legendary lawman Wyatt Earp 
on television and appearing in numerous films.  When 
he received a cable from Dr. Albert Schweitzer welcom-
ing him to French Equatorial Africa for a visit, he did 
not hesitate to accept.  O’Brian had long admired the 
German doctor-missionary-theologian-musician, and 
within two weeks he arrived at Dr. Schweitzer’s remote 
hospital complex in Africa.  During his visit, O’Brian 
spent his days assisting the volunteers in the hospital 
and his nights with Dr. Schweitzer discussing global 
peace and world politics. During their discussions, Dr. 
Schweitzer told O’Brian that he felt “The most import-
ant thing in education is to teach young people to think 
for themselves,” which O’Brian would never forget.

After an inspiring nine days, O’Brian prepared to return 
to America.  Before saying goodbye, Dr. Schweitzer 
took O’Brian’s hand and asked, “Hugh, what are you 
going to do with this?” It was these words combined 
with his unforgettable visit that compelled Hugh O’Bri-
an to form Hugh O’Brian Youth Leadership (HOBY).  
Two weeks after returning from his 1958 visit to Africa, 
O’Brian put together a prototype seminar for young 
leaders.

From 1958 to 1967, leadership seminars took place in 
Los Angeles for sophomores from California. In 1968 
the scope of the HOBY program grew to include nation-
al and international participants which led to the ex-
panded eight-day global leadership seminar called the 
World Leadership Congress (WLC) held annually.  In an 
effort to include more students nationwide, three-day 

and four-day HOBY Leadership Seminars were insti-
tuted in 1977 in which high schools throughout the 
country may nominate a sophomore to attend a HOBY 
seminar in their state.

Six decades later, HOBY is still inspiring young peo-
ple all over the world to develop their leadership and 
critical-thinking skills to achieve their highest potential.  
Currently, more than 10,000 tenth graders, represent-
ing almost as many high schools nationwide, attend 
HOBY Leadership Seminars each year.  These seminars 
are run by over 4,000 volunteers with community lead-
ers, business executives, educators, and parents in-
volved in every seminar. Each seminar strives to follow 
the HOBY motto of teaching students, “how to think, 
not what to think,” thus ensuring that Dr. Schweitzer’s 
hope for young people lives on.
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I DON’T KNOW WHAT YOUR DESTINY WILL BE, BUT ONE THING I DO KNOW... 
THE ONLY ONES AMONG YOU WHO WILL BE REALLY HAPPY ARE THOSE WHO 
HAVE SOUGHT AND FOUND HOW TO SERVE.”
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In 1958, Mr. O’Brian was privileged to  spend  nine  inspi-
rational  days with  the  great  humanitarian  and
1952 Nobel Peace Prize Winner Dr. Albert Schweitzer 
at his clinic in Africa. Dr. Schweitzer’s strong belief that 
“the most important thing in education is to teach young 
people to think for themselves” impressed O’Brian. Upon 
his return to the United States, he put Schweitzer’s words 
into action by forming Hugh O’Brian Youth Leadership 
(HOBY), a non-profit organization. Its format for motiva-
tion was simple: bring a select group of high school soph-
omores with demonstrated leadership abilities together 
with a group  of  distinguished  leaders  in business, edu-
cation, government, and the professions, and let the two 
interact. Using a question-and-answer format, the young 
people selected to attend a  HOBY  Leadership Seminar 
held each spring in their state  get a realistic look at what 
it takes to be a true leader, thus better enabling them “to 
think for themselves.”

Today HOBY offers multiple leadership development 
programs for high school students based on the Social 
Change Model of Leadership and incorporating community 
service. Community Leadership Workshops (CLeWs) are 
held each year locally for freshmen. HOBY State Leader-
ship Seminars for sophomores are held  throughout  the  
United  States  every  spring.  The  World  Leadership 
Congress (WLC) for rising juniors is held each summer in 
July at a major university in the U.S. and invites students 
from around the world to participate. HOBY style pro-
grams are also conducted in Canada, China, South Korea, 
Hong Kong, Iraq, Mexico, the Philippines, Taiwan, Turkey, 
Uganda, and the United Kingdom. The cultural differences 
that exist between countries of the world are explored 
in friendship by the American students and their inter-
national counterparts when they come together at the 
WLC. The HOBY experience is truly an inspirational event 
of a lifetime for student leaders. HOBY boasts more than 
500,000 alumni worldwide. Its alumni programs include 
international tour and service trips for high school and 
college students.

 

Each program year, Mr. O’Brian wrote this message to the current year’s ambassadors and we pass it on to all of you.

HUGH O'BRIAN

1925-2016
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I DON’T HAVE ANY CHILDREN OF MY OWN, BUT I’VE GOT A 
COUPLE OF HUNDRED THOUSAND LIKE YOU OUT THERE WHO I’M 
PROUD  TO  CALL  MY  FAMILY. SO,  SHINE  BRIGHT  MY  FRIENDS;  
YOU  ARE  ALL  MY TOMORROWS, AND THE FUTURE IS YOURS TO 
MAKE OUTSTANDING!!  I WISH YOU LOVE AND GODSPEED!”

HAVE YOU HEARD WHAT 
HAPPENED TO THOSE 
WITH CURIOUS MINDS? 

THEY PACKED UP. GOT OUT. 
BROKE FREE OF CONVENTIONS. 

THEY FOUND
ADVENTURE.

WWW.MARIETTA.EDU
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THE HOBY EXPERIENCE BROAD-
ENED MY HORIZONS AND GAVE ME 
SO MANY DIFFERENT PERSPECTIVES  
ON LIFE AND THE WAY IT SHOULD 
BE LIVED. I MADE FRIENDS THAT 
WILL LAST A LIFETIME, AND I 
LEARNED SO MUCH ABOUT MY 
INNER SELF AND MY INNER POTEN-
TIAL. I LEFT HOBY WITH MORE CON-
FIDENCE IN MY ABILITY TO MAKE AN 
IMPACT IN OUR WORLD THAN I’VE  
EVER HAD BEFORE. HOBY HELPED 
ME DISCOVER MYSELF, AND IT WAS  
THE BEST EXPERIENCE OF MY LIFE.”

BEST THING EVER!!! TOTALLY LIFE CHANGING!”  



 The curriculum for this Leadership Seminar is based on HOBY’s vision to motivate      
and empower individuals to make a positive difference within our global society. HOBY 

believes students like you represent the future leaders of the world – leaders in business, education, government, 
or any field you choose – because YOU are someone who will make a difference.   By developing and understanding 
effective and compassionate leadership, we hope you will be able to realize your leadership potential, and take action 
in your homes, schools, workplace, communities and the world.   
  Your HOBY experience will help you develop leadership from three perspectives:

    PERSONAL LEADERSHIP     GROUP LEADERSHIP    SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY

We will focus on your individual growth in order for your leadership to make a better world and a better society for 
yourself and others.

Everyone at HOBY believes in your ability to be a leader and affect the future for 
all of us.

Throughout the Seminar, we want you to engage in the HOBY Active Leadership 
Cycle. This is a process that can be applied throughout your life. The cycle: Learn 
- Act - Reflect - Innovate, is a process for developing your leadership skills and, 
truly, any kind of personal development. You learn about or how to do some-
thing, you act on what you learn, you reflect on what went wrong or what can be 
adjusted, and you make changes, or innovate, and try again.

So, stand out and be outstanding! Show us who you are and what you can do. 
HOBY is your open door to a life of leadership and service.  We can’t wait to 
learn what potential you will unlock through HOBY.
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TIME EVENT

8:30 A.M. Group Time Wear your school t-shirt today!
Introductions + Icebreakers

8:45 A.M. Opening Ceremony
Welcome, HOBY In 90 Seconds, Rules Video

9:15 A.M. Introduction to Leadership
SCM Values Indicator Activity + Planning

10:15 A.M. Group Time
with Pre-Survey

10:45 A.M. Stretch/Bio Break

11:00 A.M. Introduction to 
Personal Leadership

PHASE 1

PERSONAL 
LEADERSHIP

PHASE 1 KEYNOTE SPEAKER

Na Tasha Shabazz 
with Q+A

12:15 P.M. Lunch

1:00 P.M. Personal Leadership Activity:
“Speak Out”
in Your Small Group w/Reflection

1:45 P.M. Introduction to 
Group Leadership

PHASE 2

GROUP 
LEADERSHIP

PHASE 2 KEYNOTE

James Ferguson
with Q+A

2:45 P.M. Group Time
w/Reflection

3:00 P.M. Stretch/Bio Break

3:15 P.M. Group Leadership Activity:
“Where’s Chester?”

4:15 P.M. Group Time
with Day One Survey

5:45 P.M. End of Day One

7:00 P.M. Virtual Game Night (Optional)

TIME EVENT

8:30 A.M. Group Time Wear your HOBY t-shirt today!
Group Photo + Icebreakers

8:40 A.M. LEADERSHIP FOR SERVICE MODULE

Maribeth Saleem-Taylor
with Jr. Staff projects + L4S logging demo

9:30 A.M. Introduction to 
Social Responsibility

PHASE 3

SOCIAL
RESPONSIBILITY

PHASE 3 KEYNOTE SPEAKER

Dr. Tina Pierce 
with Q+A

10:45 A.M. Group Time
Discuss SDG Project Details

11:00 A.M. Lunch

11:45 P.M. SDG Service Project
with Reflection

1:25 P.M. Life With HOBY
with Alumni Experience + Activation Kit

2:25 P.M. Stretch/Bio Break

2:40 P.M. Social Responsibility 
Goal Setting Activity: 
“Activate You Ideas”
with Reflection

3:45 P.M. Gratitude
with Notes of Thanks

4:15 P.M. Group Time
with Day Two Survey + Post-Survey

4:45 P.M. CLOSING CEREMONY

Jesse A. Schroeder
Congratulations! You Are A HOBY Alum!

5:30 P.M. End of Day TwoHOBY ACTIVE LEADERSHIP CYCLE
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LEADERSHIP FOR SERVICE KEYNOTE

MARIBETH SALEEM-TAYLOR
Director of Civic Engagement, 
Marietta College 

Maribeth holds an MA in conflict 
transformation with a concentra-
tion in peacebuilding and devel-
opment from the Center for Jus-
tice and Peacebuilding at Eastern 

Mennonite University. Maribeth currently oversees the Of-
fice of Civic Engagement at Marietta College and teaches 
courses within the action component in the McDonough 
Leadership Program. The Office of Civic Engagement 
includes student programming, community outreach, and 

the Nonprofits LEAD program, which works directly with 
organizations to build their organizational capacity. 

She has presented workshops and trainings to both stu-
dent and professional audiences on a variety of topics, 
including effective team-building and supervision, con-
flict resolution, community development, facilitation, 
and fundraising, and contributed a chapter on Servant 
Leadership to Ethical Leadership: A Primer (2018, Edward 
Elgar Publishing). She is also a registered yoga teacher, 
trained life coach, and enthusiastic amateur baker. Mari-
beth currently serves as a volunteer member on boards 
and committees of Habitat for Humanity of the Mid-Ohio 
Valley, Hunger Solutions Mid-Ohio Valley, Building Bridges 
to Careers, and High Rocks Educational Corporation. 

PHASE 1 KEYNOTE SPEAKER

NA TASHA SHABAZZ 
Motivational Speaker

Before Na Tasha became a mo-
tivational speaker, she had her 
share of obstacles to overcome. 
From dealing with numerous 
deaths at a young age includ-
ing the unexpected death of her 

mother at the age of 10, to the unexpected death of her 
father at 18, Na Tasha’s story is an example of how any-
body can overcome the obstacles in their life and achieve 
greatness. Today, through her motivational speeches, 

books and course content Na Tasha inspires and empow-
ers students and leaders to create a vision and life that is 
fearless and relentless! 

Na Tasha Shabazz is a serial entrepreneur, author, busi-
ness consultant, mentor, and impactful youth speaker. 
She thrives on helping and encouraging students and 
leaders to create a mindset that produces success 
despite the odds. Na Tasha’s book, “9 Hacks for Student 
Success,” was released in December 2020.     

Na Tasha speaks to youth to help develop the mindset of 
positivity and success.

PHASE 3 KEYNOTE SPEAKER

DR. TINA D. PIERCE
Founder, WORTH Foundation
 

Dr. Tina D. Pierce is a servant 
leader who empowers individuals 
to create positive transformative 
change in their communities. 
She is the Founder and Executive 
Director of the WORTH Founda-

tion (Working Through Obstacles Reaching True Heights 
Foundation), a non-profit fostering community engage-
ment through civic education and leadership develop-
ment. With 20+ years of teaching, advising, and research 
experience, Dr. Pierce has garnered a reputation as a 

highly-effective facilitator empowering people who desire 
lifelong opportunities and a voice in their community. Dr. 
Pierce directs POWER (Programs for Ohio Women Empow-
ered to Represent), which aims to increase the impact 
of women in politics and advance women’s leadership 
through national, regional, and local events and programs 
for women officeholders, candidates, and campaign oper-
atives. Passionate about community service, Dr. Pierce is 
the President of The Ohio State University Undergraduate 
Student Government Alumni Society and has received 
The Ohio State University Alumni Association Pay It For-
ward Award for Volunteerism. She is a graduate of The 
Ohio State University, earning a Doctor of Philosophy in 
Political Science with a Graduate Interdisciplinary Special-
ization in College and University Teaching.

CLOSING CEREMONY

JESSE A. SCHROEDER
LISW-S, Building Better Lives
 

Jesse A. Schroeder (he/him), 
LISW-S, is the Lead Community 
Trainer of Building Better Lives - 
a brain-based, trauma informed 
initiative started by Franklin 

County Family & Children First Council. As a trainer, he is 
committed to learning, growing, and listening alongside 
the many diverse individuals in our community. He is a 
graduate from the Masters of Social Work program at the 
Ohio State University, and studied Religion at Lee 
University in Tennessee. He attended HOBY as an 
ambassador in 1997, and has been volunteering with 
HOBY Ohio South ever since. 

PHASE 2 KEYNOTE SPEAKER

JAMES FERGUSON ll
Director of Employee Relations, Apple 
+  HOBY Ohio South Board Member 

James is Director of Employee 
Relations for the world’s lead-
ing technology company, Apple 
Inc. In his role he oversees all 
employee relations functions in 

North, South, and Central America- ensuring that Apple’s 
100,000+ employees are inspired, valued, and respect-
ed. Prior to joining Apple, James was Human Resources 
Vice President at JPMorgan Chase & Co. While at JPMC, 
James co-founded the firm’s Advancing Black Pathways 
initiative- culminating in a $30 Billion commitment to 
closing the racial wealth gap in the United States, and 
hiring 4,000 Black college students. 

James began his career in the legal field, assisting in the 

preparation and argument of federal appellate cases in 
the Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals, and the United State 
Supreme Court. He also served as an aide and advi-
sor to the Clinton (’08), and Obama (’12) presidential 
campaigns. Widely viewed as a trusted thought leader 
who leverages his broad experiences to recognize trends 
and shape strategies that impact people globally, James 
is passionate about ensuring organizations lead with 
cultural humility, inclusivity, acceptance, and respect. He 
is also active in his community- serving on the boards 
of Equitas Health, Columbus Museum of Art, HOBY Ohio 
South, and WOSU (Central Ohio’s NPR & PBS affiliate).

James has a bachelor’s degree from Miami University, 
and a juris doctorate from Capital University Law School. 
He splits his time between Columbus’ vibrant Short North 
Arts District, and San Francisco. James was recently 
recognized with Business First Magazine’s “40 Under 40” 
Award for his significant professional accomplishments 
and commitment to service.

HOBY WAS A LIFE CHANGING WEEKEND FOR ME. IT ALLOWED ME TO GROW FROM NEW 
EXPERIENCES THAT I HAD NEVER FELT BEFORE. I ALSO WAS ABLE TO EXPRESS MYSELF 
WITHOUT FEAR OF BEING JUDGED BY OTHERS, AND FORM RELATIONSHIPS WITH PEOPLE  
WHO I CAN NOW CONSIDER FAMILY. I FEEL LIKE HOBY HAS GIVEN ME THE COURAGE TO  BRANCH OUT AND DO THINGS I WOULD OTHERWISE BE AFRAID TO DO.”
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ADAMS COUNTY

Vanessa Trotter 
Peebles High School

Daisy Holt 
North Adams High School

Allyson Williams
North Adams High School

ATHENS COUNTY

Cassidy Cossu 
Trimble High School

COSHOCTON COUNTY

Zane Bryant 
Coshocton High School

Josey Richard 
River View High School

Carter Fry 
River View High School

Addison Gordon 
Coshocton High School

DELAWARE COUNTY

Melissa Thomas 
Olentangy Liberty 
High School

Ryann Allender 
Olentangy Orange 
High School

Alexis O’Leary 
Olentangy Orange 
High School

Cassandra Klumpp 
Rutherford B. Hayes 
High School

FAIRFIELD COUNTY

Hannah Brown 
Berne Union High School

Hudson Schultz 
Berne Union High School

Aliena Sharples 
Pickerington Central 
High School

Nathen Shea 
William V. Fisher Catholic 
High School

Grace Beidel 
Millersport High School

Alayna Thompson 
Millersport High School

Amy Harrison 
Millersport High School

Abigail Allen 
Millersport High School

FAYETTE COUNTY

Madison Hayes 
Washington High School

FRANKLIN COUNTY

Eva Tedrick 
Bishop Hartley High School

Kevin Hernandez 
Bishop Hartley High School

Rayna Rodenkirchen 
Bishop Hartley High School

Henry Riesbeck 
Bishop Hartley High School

Melina Kopczewski 
Bishop Ready High School

Callan Kasun 
Bishop Watterson 
High School

Neyarii Alexander
Canal Winchester 
High School

Grace Davenport 
Centennial High School

Cynthia McLarty 
Columbus School For Girls

Natalie Duffour 
Columbus Alternative 
High School

Ethan Howe 
Dublin Jerome High School

Cecilia Martyna 
Dublin Jerome High School

Charlotte Amurgis 
Grandview Heights 
High School

Peyton Zelenak 
Grove City High School

Tyson Evans 
Grove City High School

Elijah Askew 
Groveport Madison 
High School

Jordan Upton 
Harvest Preparatory School

Jesunifemi Aluko 
Harvest Preparatory School

Avah Fetzer 
Hilliard Bradley High School

Aimee Hayes 
Hilliard Darby High School

Najwa Hamed 
Horizon Science Academy 
High School

Harika Kosaraju 
New Albany High School

Carter Minor 
New Albany High School

Tyler Ferris 
St. Charles Preparatory 
School

Jackson Keller 
St. Charles Preparatory 
School

Owen Eckstein 
St. Francis De Sales 
High School

Richael Saka 
St. Francis De Sales 
High School

Rose Wambui 
South High School

Anna Chang 
The Columbus Academy

Vaanika Jindal 
The Columbus Academy

Alexis Cunningham 
The Columbus Academy

Victoria Raiken 
The Columbus Academy

Casey Cai 
The Columbus Academy

Imani Munene 
The Columbus Academy

Rohan Mawalkar 
Westerville Central 
High School

Tahira Johnson 
Westerville North 
High School

E’Moni Finch
Westerville North 
High School

William Haslett 
Worthington Kilbourne 
High School

Rose Wanjema 
South High School

Taryn O’Brien 
Upper Arlington High School

GALLIA COUNTY

Gavin Stewart 
Gallia Academy High School

Ellen Weaver 
South Gallia High School

Sarah Williams 
Gallia Academy High School

GUERNSEY COUNTY

Josie Fabian 
Cambridge High School

Sydney Dennison 
Meadowbrook High School

Emily Bucy 
Meadowbrook High School

HIGHLAND COUNTY

Abigail Koogler 
Hillsboro High School

HOCKING COUNTY

Sarah Leon 
Logan High School

JACKSON COUNTY

Skylar Hatfield 
Jackson High School

LAWRENCE COUNTY

Landon Davis 
Dawson-Bryant High School

Makayla Wheeler 
Dawson-Bryant High School

Walker Pannell 
Fairland High School

Zachary Johnson 
St. Joseph Central 
High School

LICKING COUNTY

Shelby Heist 
Lakewood High School

Bryce Isler 
Northridge High School

Kora Garee 
Northridge High School

Story Laing 
Granville High School

MARION COUNTY

Lane Kanagy 
River Valley High School

Lilian Thomas 
Harding High School

MEIGS COUNTY

John Musser 
Meigs High School

Katy Cox 
Meigs High School

MONROE COUNTY

Grady Palmer 
River High School

Melody Chambers 
Monroe Central 
High School

MORROW COUNTY

Jeremiah Adams 
Northmor High School

Zoya Winkefoos 
Highland High School

MUSKINGUM COUNTY

Caitlyn Wilson 
Bishop Rosecrans 
High School

Jenna McLaughlin 
Bishop Rosecrans 
High School

Marlee Lawson 
Maysville High School

McKenna Buck 
Philo High School

Katherine Allison 
West Muskingum 
High School

Isabel Smeltzer 
West Muskingum 
High School

Kayley Collins 
West Muskingum 
High School

Hunter Rhoades 
West Muskingum 
High School

Jorja Kelso 
West Muskingum 
High School

Caroline Pinson 
Zanesville High School

Simeon Mathers 
Zanesville High School

Amelia Call 
John Glenn High School

NOBLE COUNTY

Reno Yurco 
Caldwell High School

Emalee Laswell 
Caldwell High School

Stephen Gaydos 
Caldwell High School

Sage Speck 
Caldwell High School

PICKAWAY COUNTY

Rachel Thompson 
Logan Elm High School

Owen Braun 
Logan Elm High SchooL

ROSS COUNTY

Mackenna Heath 
Paint Valley High School

Alli Tobert 
Southeastern High School

Halee Albert 
Unioto High School

Avery Brown 
Chillicothe High School
(CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE)
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As you will learn this weekend, one of the most powerful ways to show leadership is through service to others. HOBY 
believes so strongly in the idea of servant  leadership  that  we  answered the call and created an initiative that chal-
lenges all Ambassadors to continue their HOBY experience long after the seminar concludes. Leadership for Service 
(L4S) is HOBY’s service-leadership program intended to prepare young people to contribute to their communities 
through service-learning and volunteerism.

The objectives of Leadership for Service are:

 • To inform Ambassadors about the role and impact of community service;
 • To facilitate setting short-term community service goals;
 • To provide  opportunities  to  connect with  community  service organizations; and
 • To provide documentation of program impact and effectiveness.

Each Ambassador is challenged to return to his/her/their community and conduct  at  least  100  hours  of community 
service in the year following the HOBY Leadership Seminar. Ambassadors  are  asked  to  make  a year-long commit-
ment to strengthen their  communities  through volunteerism, and to track their success by logging their hours on 
the HOBY website, www.hoby.org in the Alumni section. Since the implementation of HOBY’s Leadership for Service 
program in 1998, participants have logged over 4 Million volunteer service hours. 

Through HOBY’s Leadership for Service programs, Ambassadors gain the tools, passion and commitment to serve oth-
ers.  To  help  young  people realize the personal and social benefits of volunteerism and service, HOBY awards each 
Ambassador who successfully completes and logs 100 hours a special recognition packet, which includes recognition 
by the White House and the President’s Student Service Award.

Each  September,  HOBY  Registration Kits are sent to 
over 22,000 public, private, and charter high schools in 
the United States. All tenth graders are eligible for 
selection to attend one of the three- or four-day 
weekend seminars held in their area each spring. A 
sophomore leader may be selected by each school and 
is certified by the principal.

HOBY seminars focus on teaching students how to think, 
not what to think, while encouraging young leaders to-
ward responsible citizenship, including community 
service and volunteerism.

HOBY INSPIRED ME TO START PLANNING A SERVICE PROJECT THAT I HOPE 
WILL BENEFIT MANY CHILDREN IN MY COMMUNITY. OVERALL, I WOULDN’T 
GIVE UP MY HOBY EXPERIENCE FOR ANYTHING IN THE WORLD.”

SCIOTO COUNTY

Emily Scaff 
Portsmouth West 
High School

Tyell Baker 
East High School

UNION COUNTY

Eleanor Carter 
Fairbanks Jr/Sr High 
School

WASHINGTON COUNTY

Kara Ramsey 
Frontier High School

ALLEGHENY COUNTY, PA

Ian Bupp 
North Hills High School

Riley Bupp 
North Hills High School
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Leslie Huber (2004)

Anne Schneider 
Leadership Seminar Chairs

Cassie Howard (2014)

Hannah Lee (2014)

Directors of Program

Katie Hanson (2007)

Chandler Metcalf (2013)

Directors of Recruitment

Logan Kittaka (2015)

Director of Fundraising

Lacy Burkhart (2002)

Katie Johnson (2015)

Directors of Media + Public Relations

Payton Prindle (2014)

Caitlin Shortridge (2010)
Directors of Facilitators

Regina Cavin (2015)
Director of Operations

Jacob Manser (2008)
Director of Technology

Kyle Norton
Director of Finance

AmazonSmile
Follow the steps below to link your Amazon 
account with HOBY Ohio South. Amazon will do-
nate 0.5% of the price of your eligible Amazon-
Smile purchases, at no cost to you. 

Go to smile.amazon.com 
Search “Hugh O’Brian Youth Ohio South” 
Click “Select“
Confirm HOBY Ohio South as the organization 

you would like to support
Shop how you normally would! 
Remember, you must always start at smile.ama-
zon.com in order to generate a donation. 

I Love HOBY
During the month of February we run our annual  
I Love HOBY fundraising campaign. This year we 
were thrilled by the amount of support we re-
ceived. HOBY Ohio South was able to set a new 

fundraising record of $13,365! A huge thank 
you and HOBY hugs to everyone who donated 
to our campaign. Follow us on social media for 
more info.

PayPal or Check
For further information about HOBY Ohio South 
and how to donate please visit: 
http://www.hobyohiosouth.org/donate/

        ($100-199)

Kimberly Barr, Christian Bellman, Bruce Berry, Shaun Bhatty, Tiffany Branson, 
Dr. Chad Braun & Paul Feeney, Nicholas Brown-Bell, Morgan Dunlop, Madeline 
Ebright, Todd Farmer, James Ferguson, Geoffrey & Whitney Gompf, Katie & 
Phil Hanson, Danielle Harmon, Adrien Hymiller, Lynda Johnson, Jared Kam-
rass, Haley Lescinsky, Daniel Mack, Jason Martin, Stacey McIntyre, Lauren 
Nash, Basia Nowak, Jennifer Olson, Pratima Patel, Judith Pellowe, Ronald 
Postiy, Eileen Rechtsteiner, Dr. Amanda Reynolds, Christine Ritzenthaler, 
Jason Schneider, Marilyn Schneider, Jesse Schroeder, Heather Tiefenthaler, 
Tony Walch, Dennis Willard, Jennifer Werner

          ($1-99)

Carol Ambach, Robin Baker, Shannon Ballard, Darlene Bensman, Steven 
Berk, Traci Bliss, Drena Bowerman, Cory Burkhart, John Burton, Lisa Cantrell, 
Grant & Kylee Chow, Malorie Coffman, Michalene & Craig Cookson, Chelsey 
Core, Brian Curwin, Damian Denson, Sara Eldred, Morgan Gompf, Chris 
Harney, Brenda Harper, Lynn Harter, Jack Hauser, Pat Harrison, Diana Hauser, 
Sarah Holdren, Cherie Hornfeck, Robyn Howard, Tyler Huber, Katie Johnson, 
Megha Joish, Evan Kittaka, Gillian Kittaka, Harry Kittaka, Logan Kittaka, Ann 
Lafferty, Nilashee Liyanapathirana, Kayla Luttrell, Guy Mace, Sheila Maggard, 
Jonathon McKenzie, Carly Mungovan, Kyle Norton, Olufemi Oyewusi, Dilip 
Patel, Mira Patterson, Eduardo Pena, Chad Pepper, Katelyn Pepper, Victoria 
Pepper, Molly Perry, Audrey Piero, Brad Pyle, Katherine Riddick, Christina 
Rohs, Marion Schloemer, Chip Shannon, Noah Steinauer, Karen Spivey, Sarah 
Sullivan, Bruce Thompson, Alissa Tofias, Patrick Toohey, Bailey Walker, Kim-
berly Wallace, Eric Warren, Sonia Webster, Hillary Wells, Leila White, Owen 
White, Jenn Wulffen, Andrew Zuk

 * HOBY Ohio South has respectfully removed those donors who asked to remain anonymous.
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HOBY Ohio South is always welcoming new donors and sponsors! To get involved, please contact: 
Logan Kittaka, fundraising@hobyohiosouth.org, 1.740.500.HOBY  

Get started on the path to making the world a better place through HOBY. 

       
($1,000-2,999)

Addison Hill
Jacob Manser

           
($500-999)

Funeral Directors Life Insurance Co.
Rachel Foltz Nash
LeAnne Gompf
Leslie Huber
Timothy Martin
Kate Rechtsteiner
Amanda Rohal
Anne Schneider
Carol Slavka

          
($200-499)

Randy Brown
Leigh Conant
Randy Kurek
Stephanie Magee
Cheryl Nash
Walmart

DIRECTOR’S CLUB

HOBY Ohio South is always welcoming new volunteers!
To get involved complete the annual volunteer application at www.hoby.org. 

It only takes five minutes to get started on the path to making the world a better place through 
HOBY. You may also contact Payton Prindle + Caitlin Shortridge, Directors of Facilitators 
Hugh O’Brian Youth Leadership Ohio South, PO Box 83002, Columbus, OH 43203 
staff@hobyohiosouth.org, 1.740.500.HOBY, www.hobyohiosouth.org, facebook.com/HOBY.OHS

When volunteering with HOBY Ohio South, you will find a multitude of opportunities. If you would 
like to become directly involved in the seminar, you can apply to be on our seminar staff. 
Our main roles are Junior Facilitator, J-Crew Member, Senior Facilitator, and Senior Staff Member. 
Applications are typically posted on our website and social media accounts during the fall/winter. 

Within these roles, you can also get involved with our media, programming, recruitment, and 
fundraising teams to help bring HOBY Ohio South to life each year! Other more-involved 
opportunities within the seminar include directorial positions and corporate board positions. 

Beyond these roles, there are many other exciting volunteer opportunities. These include various 
alumni events, our “I Love HOBY” Campaign, CLeW events, Giving Tuesday, and many more!

Yusra Shegow (2017)

Zaida Jenkins (2017)

Zoie Weinsweig (2020)

Ali Ruhl (2011)

Brandon Dowler (2013)

Carly Chambers     
Em Daniels (2013)

Erins Lescinsky (2014)

Jeanie McGarvey (2012)

Jonathon McKenzie (2003)

 

Kelly Speirs (2011)

Mariah Carey (2010)

Rosie Goodman         
Sheridan Evans (2012)

Josh Shearer (2002)

LeAnne Gompf   
Maggie Bupp        
Rachel Nash (2005)

* () denotes HOBY alumni year

Arpita Patel (2019)

Cameron Tiefenthaler (2018)

Diana Huaracha Arellanos (2020)

Eric Johnson (2019)

Ini Oyewusi (2019)

Julianne Couch (2020)

Katelyn Pepper (2018)

Madeline Ebright (2018)

Miranda Sampson (2018)

Seth Liyanapathirana (2020)

Thomas Hohmann (2020)

SEMINAR LEADERSHIP

SENIOR STAFF
SENIOR 
FACILITATOR

JUNIOR 
FACILITATORFRIENDS OF HOBY

LEADER’S CLUB

EXECUTIVE’S CLUB

CHAIRPERSON’S CLUB



22 23HOBY Ohio South | 2021 Youth Leadership Seminarhobyohiosouth.org 

How do you prepare for a future that will be different than anyone can imagine? At 
Bluffton University, the answer is through the Bluffton Blueprint—four foundational 
courses, one for each year of college, which create a core of resiliency. 

Featuring both traditional classroom learning and experiential components, the 
Bluffton Blueprint starts with The Great Adventure, a fall break retreat in the Great 
Smoky Mountains of Tennessee. These experiences push you to look at your major 
and future in unexpected ways. 

From changing careers to moving across the country, the Bluffton Blueprint provides 
a framework for the challenges of life.

BLUFFTON BLUEPRINT

TOP TIER
IN “MIDWEST 
COLLEGES”

– U.S. News & World Report’s 
Best Colleges 

DISTINCTIVE 
ACADEMIC 
PROGRAMS

BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION

EDUCATION

MEDICAL LABORATORY 
SCIENCE

NUTRITION AND 
DIETETICS

SOCIAL WORK

NAMED A
BEST COLLEGE 

IN OHIO 
FOR 2021

– intelligent.com

get started today!  •  www.bluffton.edu

HOBY Ohio South, formerly HOBY Ohio, was the original HOBY leadership 
seminar in the state. The first event took place in Columbus in 1978 and was 
attended by 150 students from across Ohio. Since then, three other HOBY 
regions have formed, and over 800 students will attend HOBY seminars
in Ohio in 2019. These ambassadors are part of over 10,000 students nation-
wide who will participate in HOBY Leadership Seminars this year.

Jacob Manser (2008)
President

Carol Slavka
Vice President

Rachel Foltz Nash (2005)
Secretary

Kyle Norton
Treasurer

Leslie Huber (2005)
Leadership Seminar Chair

Anne Schneider
Leadership Seminar Chair

Leigh Conant
CLeW Director

Court Cook (2000)
Board Member

James Ferguson
Board Member

LeAnne Gompf
Board Mamber

Randy Kurek
Board Member

Kate Rechtsteiner (1997)
Board Member

Mandy Rohal (1997)
Board Member
           
 * ( ) denotes HOBY alumni year

HOBY OHIO NORTH
Founded 1981
June 4-5, 2021

HOBY OHIO WEST
Founded 1988
June 12-13, 2021

SOUTHWEST OHIO HOBY
Founded 1995
June 25-26, 2021

As recognized by HOBY International

Outstanding Leadership Seminar
1998 – 2003, 2006 – 2018

Superior Leadership Seminar
2004, 2005

Outstanding Corporate Board
2017, 2018

Superior Corporate Board
2016

1st Place Program Book
2017, 2019

2nd Place Program Book
2011, 2012, 2014, 2015, 2016

3rd Place Program Book
2013
 * The 2020 awards will be announced in conjunction 
with the 2021 awards later this year. 

 
presented by HOBY Ohio South

DSW  2017

Target 2019

Get involved with HOBY Ohio South!
For more information, please contact: Jacob Manser, HOBY Ohio South Board President
Hugh O’Brian Youth Leadership Ohio South, PO Box 83002, Columbus, OH 43203 
boardpres@hobyohiosouth.org, 1.740.500.HOBY
www.hobyohiosouth.org, facebook.com/HOBY.OHS
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WELCOME! YOU ARE NOW A PART OF THE 
FAMILY OF FELLOW HOBY ALUMNI WHO 
NUMBER 600,000 STRONG!

Being a HOBY Alum is special. HOBY alumni serve their com-
munities; they lead in their schools and communities; they 
go on to realize success in a number of areas.

In short, they change the world.

Being an active member of the HOBY Alumni Association 
means having access to numerous opportunities exclusively 
available to HOBY alumni, including leadership and educa-
tional programs, scholarships and grants.

Don’t let your HOBY experience end on Sunday. Make sure 
you stay active in the HOBY Alumni Association.

Current alumni:

• Return to volunteer at HOBY Leadership Seminars and the 
World Leadership Congress

• Apply for highly competitive college and university scholar-
ships like the Morehead-Cain and Robertson Scholarships

• Participate in additional educational and leadership pro-
grams and seminars such as Presidential Classroom, Foun-
dation for Teaching Economics’ “Economics for Leaders” and 
Youth For Understanding’s study abroad program

• Log their Leadership for Service hours at www.hoby.org in 
the alumni section.

            

WHAT HAPPENS AFTER YOUR HOBY SEMINAR IS OVER?

For more information on opportunities available to                
HOBY alumni and to stay involved visit the Alumni section 
of www.hoby.org and contact the Alumni Advisor for HOBY 
Ohio South, alumni@hobyohiosouth.org, 1.740.500.HOBY.

BY ENCOURAGING LEADERSHIP 
AND EDUCATING TEENAGERS  
ABOUT THE VAST WORLD OF 
OPPORTUNITIES BEFORE 
THEM, THE HUGH O’BRIAN 
YOUTH LEADERSHIP (HOBY)  
PROGRAM IS MAKING A VERY  
IMPORTANT CONTRIBUTION TO  
OUR NATION’S FUTURE.”

THE MISSION OF AMERICA’S  
PROMISE IS TO EQUIP THE NEXT  

GENERATION OF AMERICANS  
WITH THE CHARACTER AND 

COMPETENCE THEY NEED TO BE 
SUCCESSFUL ADULTS. HUGH 

O’BRIAN YOUTH LEADERSHIP 
(HOBY) IS ONE OF OUR STAUNCH 
ALLIES IN THIS CRUSADE... HOBY 
IS ENCOURAGING EACH OF THE 
THOUSANDS OF HIGH SCHOOL  SOPHOMORES WHO ATTEND 
THESE LEADERSHIP SEMINARS  TO VOLUNTEER AT LEAST A HUN-

DRED HOURS A YEAR TO A COM-
MUNITY SERVICE PROJECT. THE 
HOBY COMMITMENT TO AMERI-

CA’S PROMISE WILL PRODUCE AT
 LEAST 1,400,000 VOLUNTEER SER-

VICE HOURS A YEAR.”
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The HOBY Academic All-Stars program recognizes HOBY 
alumni and volunteers for their accomplishments in the 
classroom. All HOBY alumni and volunteers of any 
program are welcome to apply.

A HOBY Academic All-Star will:

• Be  graduating  high  school  or college in the same school 

year they apply

• Be an alumni or volunteer of any of our HOBY programs

• Have a cumulative GPA of 3.5 or higher

Academic All-Stars receive a congratulatory letter with a 
certificate and official HOBY honor cord to wear at 
graduation.  In addition, each Academic All-Star is listed 
on the HOBY website.

 

HOBY’s largest and longest running youth leadership 
event, the World Leadership Congress (WLC) is the next 
step on your leadership journey. You’ll build your leader-
ship skills with over 450 other young people from across 
the United States and around the World.

The WLC is a weeklong event, where you’ll participate in 
an interactive educational program that includes hearing 
from top leaders in a variety of fields, hands-on work-
shops, community service projects and of course, some 
fun!

This year’s World Leadership Congress is currently sched-
uled to be a hybrid event, July 25–31.  By participating 
in your HOBY Leadership Seminar, you are now eligible to 
attend the 2021 or 2022 World Leadership Congress. 

This program is only available the two summers imme-
diately following your leadership seminar, so you’ll want 
to act fast as space goes quickly and we do sell out each 
year.  For more information on the WLC, visit www.
hoby.org.

The Community Leadership Workshop (CLeW) is HOBY’s one-day leadership program for high school freshmen, which 
focuses on leadership as a discipline to be explored and learned. HOBY CLeW students interact with local community 
leaders, participate in group activities, and conduct community service projects. 
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Bring HOBY Ohio South to your school! 
If you are interested in organizing a CLeW at your school, please contact 

Leigh Conant, HOBY Ohio South CLeW Director, leighconant1@gmail.com.



 

Unfortunately, a very small number of our 
young people seem to attract most of the 
news.  They are in the public eye because 
they have stolen cars, vandalized schools, 
created  disturbances  –  in  some  way  
rebelled  against society.  These head-
line-makers represent only a small part 
of our teenage population.  It is a fact 
that 98.7 percent of our young people are 
law-abiding, constructive citizens. There is 
too much focus on the negative.  It is time 

we accent the positive – pat the good guys 
and gals on the back – let them know 
there are rewards for being responsible 
members of the community.

I do NOT believe we are all born equal – 
CREATED equal in the eyes of God, YES 
– but physical and emotional differences,   
parental   guidance,   varying   environ-
ments, being in the right place at the right 
time, all play a role in enhancing or limit-
ing an individual’s development.   But I DO 
believe every man and woman, if given 
the opportunity and encouragement to 
recognize his or her own potential, regard-
less of background has the Freedom To 
Choose in our world.  Will an individual be 
a taker or a giver in life? Will that person 
be satisfied merely to exist, or seek a 
meaningful purpose?  Will he or she dare 
to dream the impossible dream?

I believe every person is created as the 
steward of his or her own destiny with 
great power for a specific purpose to share 
with others,  through  service,  a rever-
ence for life in a spirit of love.

1925-2016


